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BLOWSOC COMMITTEE MEETING

Monday 22nd March, 2010

5.30pm

Seminar Room

Present

Mimi Etchells (ME)

Laura Simpson (LS)

Samantha Caffull (SC)

Yichen Wu (YW)

Elizabeth Charlesworth (EC)

Adam Law (AL)

James Pickstone

Apologies

Emma Harknett (EH)

Louisa Hitchen (LH)

Absent, no apology

Claire Reid
1) Matters Arising from Last Meeting

· Volunteering

This will now probably take place next term – ME reported that there have been delays in communicating with the SVC and it is easier to get this scheme up and running after the holidays.

· Publicity

EC has now sorted out all of the publicity for the Wind Orchestra and Moonlighters concert.  There will be an review written for Impact – reporters from the magazine are to be given complimentary tickets to the concert.  EC is to find out their names and pass them on to ME.  This will also provide an opportunity to advertise the summer concert in the review.

· Filing

CR has now sorted out all of the ensembles’ music.  ME is to have a meeting with Lakeside and MusSoc about filing space in the DRH cupboard.  We are to have shelves in the cupboard instead of filing cabinets, which would take up too much room.

· Leavers’ Cabaret

LS is still to book the room, and will find out the phone number for The Den to do this, after not receiving a reply to her email.

· Soprano Saxophone

This has now been bought, and the bass flute is also on the way!

2) Grade-One-a-Thon

This has now taken place, and LS reported that the two days were a fantastic success!  The examiner has send the forms to ABRSM, and so we should hear results hopefully by the end of the week.  

LS still needs to collect sponsorship money from all of the participants.  It was suggested by ME that this should be in cheque format to make it easier to pay into the BlowSoc account, and then one larger cheque will be written to give to the Firebird Trust.  All of the committee are to pester people for their money!

There will be awards given out at the Summer Ball to certain people who took part and some ideas were suggested by the committee, such as ‘Best Mark’, ‘Most sponsorship’, ‘Worst Mark’, and ‘Lowest Aural Test Result’.

LS will make sure she is around during the small ensemble rehearsals to give people their results, but will only hand out results once she has received their sponsorship money.

3) Summer Festival
EC is to write a blurb for the Small Ensemble concerts at the Summer Festival (Flutes/Clarinets/Double Reeds, and Brass/Saxes).  EC will email the managers to find out a couple of their pieces to incorporate into this, to go on the Lakeside website as well as our own website.

EC waiting to see the posters Lakeside have produced for the summer festival, but has decided that if they aren’t suitable BlowSoc and MusSoc will collaborate to make our own.

Wind Orchestra rehearsals for the Summer Festival will be taking place on the following dates:

5th May (7-9.30pm), 12th May (7-9.30pm), 9th June (7-9.30pm), 13th June (2-5pm), 14th June (7-9.30pm), 16th June (afternoon before the concert.

4) Wind Orchestra and Moonlighters Concert 

Programme Notes – have now been completed and are to be printed in the next couple of days.

Publicity – A Facebook group has been set up, EC has emailed the alumni, and AL is to email everybody going on tour to advertise the concert.  LS has also emailed the music department’s lecturers.

HT is supposed to be emailing the sectional tutors to offer them complimentary tickets.

SC will be flyering the Saxophone and Clarinet Ensembles’ lunchtime concert on 23rd March.

JP also offered to take a handful of flyers to the G&S shows this week to display in the foyer.

The committee were reminded to make sure that people know that Moonlighters are also playing in the concert to increase audience interest.  LH is to do a shout out at all of the small ensemble rehearsals on Wednesday. People were also asked to put the poster as their Facebook profile picture this week.  

EC is going to add a news item about the concert to the SU website, and will also email Liz Hickling (music department administrator) to send a group email to all of the staff and students of the music department.

Busking – EC is to send an email tonight to try and book a space outside of the Portland building on Friday (26th March) to do some pre-concert busking.  EC is also to email the small ensemble managers to ask them if they are available to do some busking.  If we can’t do busking, it was agreed that we would still try and do some flyering on Thursday and Friday around the Portland Building.

At the concert itself EC offered to help out with programme sales and interval refreshments.  YW will try to make it, and hopefully LH will come too.

ME noted that we need to make sure people who aren’t playing in either half of the concert do not stand at the back of the Great Hall as the other ensemble is playing, as this is against health and safety regulations.  Some committee members may have to stay downstairs in the Senate Chamber to make sure people are quiet, or take a group of people to Mooch early.  This depends on how many seats are left – because there may be room for people to sit and watch if the concert isn’t full.

5) AGM

This is to take place on 10th May in The Den, 7.30pm start.  The venue has been booked from 7pm to allow us to set up.  SC is to cancel the booking for the bar, and also will make sure that there is a microphone available for us to use, if not we well book one through TEC.

The format for the AGM is as follows:

· Welcome (ME)

· President’s Report (ME – will also incorporate committee reports in this)

· Question Time – all of the committee members have to stand at the front and take questions from BlowSoc members.

· Constitution Changes – (ME will email the committee the constitution asap so that we can suggest any other changes that need to be made, other than the merging of the positions of Ensemble Co-ordinator and Librarian – suggestions are to be made at the next committee meeting.)

For a vote to passed on a constitution change there needs to be a 2/3 majority.

· Elections (SC)

Each candidate will have to fill in a nomination form (to be completed before the AGM begins, so candidates will have to arrive 20 minutes early), and people wanting to nominate themselves for positions will have to let SC know by the deadline Friday 7th May.

SC will introduce each candidate (each election to be made at a random order – positions picked out of a hat).  Each candidate needs to have a proposer and a seconder both prepared to make speeches.  The candidates speech will be 60 seconds long, and the proposer’s and seconder’s speeches are to be 30 seconds long.  The seconder will only have to make a speech if there is a tie in the voting.

After the speeches there will be opportunity for people to pose questions to the candidates, and the order the candidates answer the questions in will be in a random order.

When the votes have been counted, someone will then go outside and tell the candidates who has been elected to the positions (the candidates will wait in another room while the next election is taking place).

· After all of the elections have taken place, ME will thank everyone, and introduce the new committee who will go and stand at the front!  The new committee will then have to fill in a form with all of their details.

SC will let the committee know nearer the date of the AGM what jobs people will have to do on the night (timer/vote counters/voting slips collectors).

All of the committee members were reminded that they need to prepare a handover pack for their successors; it is fine to amend the handovers we already have.  Everyone also needs to ensure that they organise an official time to go through the handover with whoever is taking over their position.  We are all still officially in our positions until the end of the year, but it is okay to delegate certain jobs to our successors as long as we supervise them, and we should try to include them as much as possible.

6) Tour

There are two empty places that now need filling – Joe Cole will be able to take one place, and AL is to find somebody else to take a place (AL to get in touch with these people asap).

The rehearsals for tour are now sorted.  There is to be a social on the Saturday night before we go away, and AL offered to have a houseparty on the Sunday night because we don’t leave until 2pm Monday.

Clothing – The committee are to meet before the tour meeting to make a final decision on the colours of the tour t-shirts and hoodies.

AL asked that we have a tour committee meeting to run through some final details – it was decided that this will take place on 30th March, at 18.00, in the Chamber Music Room (before the tour wind orchestra rehearsal).  SC is to book the room for this through Jocelyn Allen.

On the evening of the 23rd April we will also have a tour committee get together, either at ME’s or AL’s house.

7) Wind Orchestra Social 

The Wind Orchestra Social is taking place this coming Saturday (27th March) at Red Hot in town, at 1pm.

8) AOB

YW was asked to email of the executive committee as well as the ensemble managers to remind them that they need to keep receipts for any purchases made, otherwise they won’t get their money back.

We will be having a committee meeting in the first week back of term, principally about the AGM – further details to follow.

Samantha Caffull

23.3.2010
