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BLOWSOC COMMITTEE MEETING

FRIDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER

17.00 ENDLSEIGH ROOM

Mim Etchells (ME)

Laura Simpson (LS)

Samantha Caffull (SC)

Yichen Wu (YW)

Louisa Hitchen (LH)

Elizabeth Charlesworth (EC)

James Pickstone (JP)

Adam Law (AL)

Claire Reid (CR)

Emma Harknett (EH)

(1) APOLOGIES

Nobody was absent from the meeting.

(2) GENERAL INTRODUCTION

ME welcomed everybody to the first committee meeting of the 09/10 academic year, and each member of the committee was introduced to one another.

(3) FRESHERS' FAYRE FEEDBACK

LS reported back on the Freshers' Fayre.  All went very smoothly and over 200 members were signed up to the society.  We should now start chasing up people who haven't yet paid for their membership to pay as quickly as possible.  LH to make sure ensemble managers do this in rehearsals.

(4) NEW COMMITTEE STRUCTURE

-LIBRARIAN

CR informed the rest of the committee of the duties involved in her new position – filing all the music and making sure things are mended if necessary.  All scores and parts should be filed in the cupboard behind the Djanogly Recital Hall.  It was also decided that CR should collate and file all of the small ensemble music, but should deal with Wind Orchestra music first.

-ENSEMBLE CO-ORDINATOR

LH's job is to liaise between the ensemble managers and the executive committee concerning repertoire and rehearsals, as well as generally making sure everything runs smoothly.

(5) FRESHER'S BAR CRAWL

This is to take place on Thursday 8th October, beginning at 7pm at Mooch.  

The final destination and route is yet to be confirmed – there are two options depending on whether we are able to get tickets for the Full Moon party at Ocean:

1. Mooch



2. Mooch

    Roebuck Inn


    
    Roebuck Inn



    BZR



    
    Walkabout

    Walkabout



    Pit and Pendulum

    Pit and Pendulum


    Pitcher and Piano

    Ocean



    Blu Bar

There will be Yellow Buses waiting at Mooch to take everybody into town for the first bar, costing £1 per person.

(6) COMMITTEE SOCIAL

It was discussed that there will be a committee social on Friday 2nd October (the same day as the committee LTC).  This is likely to be a Pre-Ocean get together, possibly at the Happy Return (EH to organise). 

There will also be a meal out for the Executive Committee to be arranged within the next couple of weeks.

(7) CHRISTMAS CONCERT

The BlowSoc Christmas Concert is to take place within the final two weeks of term, the final date is yet to be confirmed, however is likely to be on the 30th November or the 3rd December.  We are unable to book the Great Hall but other possible venues are a church in town (St. Mary's/church near Broadmarsh), the lecture theatre in Biomedical Sciences, or Lenton Church.

LH is to remind small ensemble managers of the Christmas concert.  The issue of who is to conduct the Monster Wind Orchestra was raised, possibly the WO assistant conductors.

(8) TOUR

This years tour will take place in the final week of the Easter Holidays (26th April-2nd May), to Vienna.  The cost of tour will be £295 (£80 deposit).  Priority for sign up to the tour will be given to WO and Moonlighters, and then members of the small ensembles.

AL has lined up a few potential excursions – a visit to a Spa in a Spa town, as well as a visit to Bratislava, yet to be confirmed.

(9) SPONSORSHIP – SIMMONS & SIMMONS

ME confirmed that a sponsorship grant of £3000 has been awarded to BlowSoc this year by Simmons & Simmons, an international law firm (contract yet to be signed).

Moonlighters is now called “Moonlighters supported by Simmons & Simmons” and the company's logo and name is now to go on all of the societies publicity and committee t-shirts.  EC to look into the possibility of getting new committee t-shirts made or the current ones altered.

(10)  GRADE-ONE-A-THON

This year the sponsored Grade-One-A-Thon will once again take place.  Members of the society can learn a new instrument (outside their current instrument's family), and take their Grade 1 exam.  Sponsorship money will go to a nominated charity.  The Grade-One-A-Thon will take place in ABRSM's Spring Term examination period.

All committee members should start advertising the Grade-One-A-Thon - EC to publicise the event with posters.

(11) ALUMNI WEBSITE

Tom Bibby (previous member of BlowSoc) is to start a new group for alumni members of BlowSoc, to organise reunions, mailing lists etc.  This would involve the setting up of a new BlowSoc Alumni Website, to be looked into by JP.  Members would pay to be able to become a member of the website.

(12) AOB

Charities for the donation of money from LTC's were suggested, including Headway and The Firebird Trust.


The possibility of a MusSoc/BlowSoc paintball tournament was discussed.  Other suggestions were 
made for Bowling and Quasar.  The idea of a trip to Alton Towers was also brought up.  EH to liaise 
with the MusSoc Social Secretary.


The issue of the Christmas Meal was raised.  New venues for the event will be looked into by EH.


The possibility of a tour website was discussed.  AL and JP to look further into this.
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