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BLOWSOC COMMITTEE MEETING

Saturday 30th January, 2010

Endsleigh Room

Present

Mim Etchells (ME)

Laura Simpson (LS)

Samantha Caffull (SC)

Louisa Hitchen (LH)

James Pickstone (JP)

Claire Reid (CR)

Emma Harknett (EH)

Apologies

Yichen Wu

Elizabeth Charlesworth

Adam Law

1) Tour

ME reported from AL that everything is now nearly in place for the tour to Vienna.  Confirmation for the venue for the Moonlighters gig is still needed, and so until this is done no excursions can be organised.

AL to liaise with EH about a tour social in the next couple of weeks – format to be similar to last year, hire out a room in a bar (not the Happy Return).

There will be a tour Wind Orchestra rehearsal in the final week of term, on Wednesday 31st March.


There is to be a social on the Sunday night before tour (we leave on the Monday evening).


It was decided that this year everybody on tour will play in the Wind Orchestra, to avoid any separation 
between Moonlighters and Wind Orchestra.


Because Kieran won't be going on tour – all of the committee will have to take responsibility in 
supporting AL.

2) Term One Summary

ME thanked the committee for helping the first term so successful for BlowSoc.

SC announced that November and Decembers Lunchtime Concerts had raised £297.23 for the Read Book Project.

LS reported that the Refresher's Fayre was successful, around 10 people were signed up, SC to add their names to the ensemble mailing lists.

3) Ensemble Manager Meetings (Artistic Committee)

ME requested that these meetings with the ensemble managers are made more regular so the artistic committee are kept more in touch.  LH is already forwarding the committee meeting minutes by email onto the managers, and does have meetings but these sometimes seem largely pointless.  LH is now to organise monthly meetings with the ensemble managers – and is to include Rosie, Olly and Hazel also.  EH suggested that these meetings take place in more of a social setting – LH to email and find out suggestions from the managers for this.  EH to go along to the next meeting to find out about the small ensemble socials and see if the managers need any help in this respect.

LH reported that there are plans to have a joint social for all the small ensembles, possibly bowling. (LH to organise this with EH overseeing).

It was decided that LH and ME will discuss next years handover to make it clearer for the next ensemble co-ordinator, and at AGM will propose the merging of the roles of ensemble manager and librarian.

4) Grant Money

It was confirmed that BlowSoc have received a grant from the SU – the amount is yet to be confirmed.

This will be used to buy a Bass Flute as well as a Soprano Saxophone (the latter could come just from the BlowSoc account).  JP suggested that in the future it might be useful to purchase a piccolo trumpet for the Brass Ensemble.

CR needs some new boxes to file the music, or even filing cabinets.  SC suggested that new folders for the Wind Orchestra should be purchased – particularly for the NCBF.  ME and CR to look into this (dark blue, with 'BlowSoc Wind Orchestra' and the names of the instrumental parts on the front).

The pack and roll case is broken – CR is to email Kieran and find out the details of how to get this fixed.

ME reminded the committee that money for the department key cards is to be given back to non-music students at the end of the year.

5) Volunteering

ME suggested that as a society BlowSoc should be doing more volunteering outside that of the charity collections at concerts.  The following ideas were suggested -

· Possible links between the Student Volunteering Centre and OAP homes.  JP is to look into this and report back to ME this week so a scheme can be started up in the next couple of weeks.  LH is to email the small ensemble managers to mention this.  If there are no links with the SVC we can make our own contacts.

· EH suggested going into schools specialising in pupils with special needs, as well as possible links with a charity called Vitalise (a holiday home for people with special needs).  EH is to look into this further.  SC to ask the carers who come to the LTCs if they would be grateful of BlowSoc doing some volunteering at their care home.

· Nottingham University Samworth Academy (NUSA) – there was a meeting on Friday 29th January about this joint venture with MusSoc for students to do volunteering in the school.  Many people signed up saying they were interested.


Committee members in Wind Orchestra are to convene after this weeks rehearsal to chat further 
about any progress with these volunteering opportunities.

6) Socials

· Wednesday night socials – ensemble managers are to remind their members about these socials, that they are not exclusively for wind orchestra members.  LH to ask if the managers could attend some Wednesdays.  SC to add a point about the Wednesday night Mooch socials in BlowSoc weekly, and EH to send out a weekly social email every Monday night.

· Committee and Managers – this is to take place next weekend, on Sunday 7th February, lunchtime or evening still to be confirmed ASAP by ME.  We will be going to Red Hot, for all you can eat!  ME to book a table for 17 people.

· There is the possibility of an executive committee social towards the end of the term – maybe in a wine bar rather than another meal.

· Mid-Term Social – There was a lot of discussion about this and whether it should be alcohol-free or not.  It was finally decided that this could potentially take place in the Happy Return or the White Hart – we could hire out a room and provide our own nibbles etc.  This is to take place any day of the week, dates tbc by EH.

· Wind Orchestra Social – this is to be the alcohol free social.  EH is to ask for a show of hands at this week's Wind Orchestra rehearsal to find out what sort of event is preferable for people.  There is to be a mini-social this week in the rehearsal break – drinks and biscuits to be provided in the foyer so people can mingle more and discuss ideas for the next social.  EH is to email Olly to organise for juice and biscuits to be bought for Wednesday.

· Summer Ball – EH is currently liaising with René (MusSoc) about the venue of the ball.  A number of places have already been suggested, but it has been agreed that we don't want to the ball to take place at the Britannia hotel again.  The ticket price is likely to rise however fro £35-£40.  The preferable current date is Saturday 12th June.  EH is to phone up venues and report back to the committee at the next meeting.

7) Grade-One-A-Thon

LS is still waiting to hear back from ABRSM about the dates for this, but the third week of March has been requested.  53 people have signed up to take part, so more than one day will be needed.

The Grade-One-A-Thon is to take place on Friday 12th March.

LS to send out email reminders for people to get sponsorship.

8) Simmons & Simmons

LS and ME are currently putting together an information pack to send to Simmons & Simmons about our activities last term.  SC is to send an example LTC programme with the S&S logo on.  LH is to remind all of the ensemble manages to put S&S in all of the emails, and EH will also add it to her social emails.

We need to take a committee photograph with our new t-shirts on – Wednesday 3rd February 1pm?

9) AOB

No-one had anything to report.

10) Next Meeting

The next committee meeting will take place on Monday 22nd February at 5pm.


Samantha Caffull 31.01.2010 

