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BLOWSOC COMMITTEE MEETING

Monday 22nd February 2010

Endsleigh Room 

Present

Mim Etchells (ME)

Laura Simpson (LS)

Samantha Caffull (SC)

Yichen Wu (YW)

Elizabeth Charlesworth (EC)

Adam Law (AL)

James Pickstone (JP)

Emma Harknett (EH)

Apologies

Louisa Hitchen

Claire Reid

1) Gold and Societies Awards

ME outlined the Societies awards that BlowSoc will be nominating itself for, and who will be in charge of filling out the entry form for each reward:

Best Society – LS and ME

Best performance event - SC

Best collaboration (Grade-One-a-Thon/Lunchtime Concerts) - LS

Best website - JP

Best SU homepage - JP

Best trip (this will have to be about the previous year's tour) - AL

Best fundraiser – EC

ME is to send out an email with further details about the entry forms.

ME and LS are to sort out the gold award application: ME is to email out the criteria for the gold award and the committee can then respond with further ideas.

2) Societies Ball

This is to be held on 7th May at the Britannia Hotel.  Tickets are open to all of the executive committee and ensemble managers.  It is important that people get their cheques in over the next few days (£17 payable to U of N SU Societies Ball).  LH should email the ensemble managers to remind them.

3) Publicity

EC has drafted the poster for the upcoming Wind Orchestra and Moonlighters concert at the end of March.  These posters are in the format of a travel scrapbook, in keeping with the concert's 'Global Variations' theme.  After finalising the posters EC is to order 100 A3 posters and some A5 flyers (numbers to be checked with how many flyers ordered for the last concert).

JP suggested that EC go to the Portland building administration office and talk to Kat Philpott – there is the possibility of marketing reps putting posters up around halls for us, for free.

4) Tour

AL reported that all of the concerts for tour have now been finalised and he is now in the process of organising the excursions to fit in around the concerts.  Details of the concerts have now gone up on the tour website.  In particular, AL was pleased to confirm that Moonlighters have a gig on the final night as a support act for a Russian funk band.  This means that we won't be able to have the traditional awards evening on the final night, but the gig will be a good way to finish the tour.  The only downside is that people not in Moonlighters will have to pay for their entrance to the venue, but there is the possibility of drinks deals which are being offered to Moonlighters being shared out among everyone.

In terms of excursions, there are two concerts taking place outside Vienna, so AL is aiming to book a Spa excursion in one of these places.  Other possibilities for excursions suggested by the rest of the committee were tobogganing, Segways (bikes), and a visit to Bratislava.  As well as this we will be going out for 2 meals (one evening meal, one lunch). 

We need a definite list of who will be coming on tour before EC can order the tour t-shirts.  EC is also to investigate hoodies (zip-up?) as an option for anyone who wishes to have a tour hoodie as well as a t-shirt.  £10 has been allocated out of the tour money to each person going for a t-shirt.  The Simmons & Simmons logo should also be put on the tshirts.

Provisional dates have been set for the tour rehearsals – Friday 19th March, Tuesday 30th March, Wednesday 31st March,  and the Saturday and Sunday of the weekend before we leave for Vienna.

There is to be a tour meeting within the next month – AL is to get hold of photocopies of people's passports at this meeting.  AL will send out an email in the next couple of weeks about the date for the tour meeting.

There is to be a Pre-Tour social on Thursday 4th March.  EH is to find out from Claire Game whether we able to book an area in Oceana for a karaoke evening.  If this plan falls through we will probably be going to Bla Bla Bar.

5) Brass Competition

There is to be a brass competition on May 8th in Nuneaton.  Matt Gibbins would like the brass ensemble to enter this competition, but a coach will have to be hired for transport.  This is likely to cost £350.  The committee okayed this decision.

Brass Ensemble have also been asked to play at a 'Round Table' gig.

As well as this, a Brass Magazine have also been in touch with some members of the committee about doing a feature about Brass Ensemble and Moonlighters.

6) Grant Money

YW reported that we now have about £500 left of the grant money.  LS is to investigate prices for a bass flute, and ME would like to buy a soprano saxophone which will cost around £400. 

YW is to find out exactly how much grant money we have left to spend, as well as the total money BlowSoc has.

There is a possibility of putting some of BlowSoc's large amount of money towards this years summer ball, EH is to find out if MusSoc would also be willing to put money towards this.

AL is also to get an estimate of how much money tour might need from the account.

The committee was reminded that we need to ensure that we leave money in the account at the end of the year for next year's committee.

7) Alumni Website

JP is still working on the codes for the database to get up and running, and is waiting for a response from the SU for help with this.  He has designed an idea of what the BlowSoc alumni website will look like, which can be found at www.blowsocalumni.co.uk
8) Volunteering

It is important that we get the BlowSoc volunteering scheme up and running within the next few weeks.  EH has had an offer for some small ensembles to play at a disabled home called Vitalise. There is also a school in Beeston which would like us to run some workshops and performances.  EH is to pass on the details of these places to ME to carry out further contact.

JP has also found 6 organisations through the student volunteering centre that would be interested in BlowSoc doing some volunteering work.  These schools/community centres are in the Beeston/Radford/Lenton area so close-by.  ME is to get in touch with these organisations through the SVC.

This scheme needs to be sorted for 2 weeks time, and ultimately LH is to be in charge of co-ordinating the visits.

9) Grade-One-a-Thon

The dates for this have been confirmed as Thursday 18th and Friday 19th March.  The exams will be taking place in the music department, hopefully in the Chamber Music Room in which case the surrounding practice rooms will also have to be booked out.  LS is to book these rooms (email Robert Adlington and Jocelyn Allen), as well as confirming everybody's individual exam times.  The Green Room can be used as a fall-back if the Chamber Music Room cannot be booked.

In terms of accompanists, LS is to ask around for volunteers to do this.  We also need a schedule for stewarding, and LS and Kathleen Rule are to organise this.

The Grade-One-a-Thon LTC will be taking place in Friday 12th March.  LS has found an easy arrangement of 'Thank You for the Music' for everybody to play as a large ensemble.

LS is awaiting email replies for who will be willing to perform at the LTC, and there is also to be a collection bucket for the Firebird trust at the concert.

10) Moonlighters

ME reported that there is a current problem with Moonlighters in that its members get paid for their gigs (usually £20 for members, £30 for manager).  This is apparently against SU policy for the members of the ensemble to get paid.  We therefore have two options:

1) Moonlighters members not to get paid at all any more

2) Members to get paid less for their gigs (c.£10)

The committee decided that Option 2 seems to be the most viable – and this way there would be more money left over in the Moonlighters account to purchase equipment etc.

JP suggested a possibility of phasing out how much members get paid so it doesn't come as such a shock to people.

ME is to have a meeting with Angela Lee to discuss the SU's policy and what is viable.

It was also noted that Moonlighters need to advertise BlowSoc more at all of their events, to stop Moonlighters becoming more separate from the society.

It was highlighted that Moonlighters are playing at the Societies Ball and will not be getting paid for this but will get entry to the ball and drinks.  AL has also requested that Moonlighters play on his URN radio show – ME is to talk to Rosie about this.

11) Socials

Summer Ball – EH reported that her and René have now narrowed the choice down to 2/3 venues (Nottingham Gateway/Park Plaza/Crown Plaza).  It seems that Nottingham Gateway is the best option; although it is outside of town, we would be able to get a return bus journey back to town for free and the resident DJ is also included in the price.  The venue would shut at 1am.  The minimum numbers of guests would have to be 120, with a maximum of 250.  This venue has been provisionally booked for the Saturday.    EH and René will be visiting the venues this Friday morning to make a final decision.

We now need to sort out the band for the evening – current potential groups are Fat Digester, or the 5-piece band who play at The Den (YW to get in touch with them).

We will still be having the drinks reception at the department.

EH and René are also to look into renting a venue in town for an afterparty.


Wednesday - This Wednesday there will be a BlowSoc social to Crisis to take place after Wind 
Orchestra.


There is also to be an end of term social in the final week of term, potentially on Tuesday 30th March 
after the tour rehearsal.


Wind Orchestra meal – This is to take place on the 16th March, potentially at Red Hot.


EH reported to everyone that the small ensemble social did not take place in the end, due to a lack of 
interest.  Next week we will hopefully have a games night in The Den after Wind Orchestra so people 
from small ensembles could attend this.  EH is to investigate this for next week.

12) Next meeting

This is to take place on Monday 8th March at 5.30pm.  Committee members should get back to ME in the next few days to confirm their availbility for this.












Samantha Caffull

25.02.2010

