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BLOWSOC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

MONDAY 9TH NOVEMBER 2009

SEMINAR ROOM

Mim Etchells (ME)

Laura Simpson (LS)

Samantha Caffull (SC)

Yichen Wu (YW)

Louisa Hitchen (LH)

Elizabeth Charlesworth (EC)

James Pickstone (JP)

Adam Law (AL)

Claire Reid (CR)

Emma Harknett (EH)

(1) MID-TERM SOCIAL


Wednesday 11th November, 9.30pm at The Den, moving on to Crisis.


EH to let committee know if we need to buy tickets online and reserve a room in The Den.

(2) CHRISTMAS CONCERT


Wednesday 9th December, 7.30pm St. Barnabas' Cathedral (Rehearsals will take place from 2-5pm 
that day in the Cathedral)


Tickets £4, £3 for UofN students.


We will have the use of the Church Hall to serve refreshments in after the concert (Mulled Wine, Mince Pies etc.), donations for food to be asked for.  LH to organise refreshments.


St Barnabas' will be charging BlowSoc £200 for the use of the church. Any profits will go to a charity – tbc. But local and Christmas-themed is preferable.


Tickets will be given to ensemble managers to sell in rehearsals, as well as being sold on the door. EC 
to advertise 'tickets sold on the door' on posters.  ME to find out the capacity of St. Barnabas' to plan 
number of tickets to be printed.  There is the possibility of tickets being given to representatives of the 
chosen 
charity.


EC is to produce posters advertising the concert – these should be put up by the church as well as on 
campus and in town.  EC to find out prices for photocopying the posters by the end of this week.


LH to organise transport for instruments as well as insurance.


In the concert EC will act as compère.  The Brass Ensemble will accompany carols as usual – Matt 
Gibbins (Brass Ensemble Manager) to organise this and decide which carols – LH to tell Matt this.


Unauditioned Monster Wind Band rehearsals - Fridays 20th, 27th, 4th, 16.30-18.30. 


The Monster Wind Band will be conducted by Phil Moore, pieces tbc. But definitely 'Christmas Festival'


LH to ask if all ensemble managers can publicise the Monster Wind Band in their rehearsals, and SC 
to email everyone in BlowSoc about it.

(3) NATIONAL CONCERT BAND FESTIVAL (NCBF)

22nd November – Wind Orchestra are competing.

Hazel Terry has booked a coach to transport us there and back, which cost around £400.  The leaving time is still to be confirmed, however people will definitely be back in time for the afternoon's Philharmonia rehearsals.

To cover the cost of this it was decided that everyone in Wind Orchestra should contribute £3, this is to be paid at the door of the coach as people get on.

(4) BLOWSOC/MUSSOC CHRISTMAS MEAL

*At the committee meeting 3 potential dates were put forward but between the meeting and these minutes being printed, the date and location have now been confirmed as Thursday 10th December, 7.30pm at The Slug and Lettuce.  The venue for the afterparty is still to be confirmed.

The price for the meal is £18 for 2 courses and ½ a bottle of wine each.

It was decided that there is no need for posters to be printed for this event, however we will still publicise it, and EC is to go round all ensemble rehearsals to advertise the meal.

BlowSoc is to cover the cost of the deposit this year.

(5) GRADE-ONE-A-THON

This is still to take place, most likely in the exam period towards the end of March.  The deadline for entries to ABRSM is in late January.

LS will talk to Kathleen Rule concerning this, and EC will organise posters to publicise the event.

Each candidate will get sponsored for a charity, however everyone must pay their own entrance fee for the exams.

(6) SPONSORHIP USAGE

BlowSoc have now received £3000 sponsorship from Simmons & Simmons.  YW to check with the treasury if the money has gone into the BlowSoc account. (YW also is to get regular statements from the treasury for the BlowSoc account).

Some possible suggestions for where the sponsorship money should be spent were suggested - 

- £2500 of the money is to be spent on Kieran's salary.

-Possibilty of buying an alto and bass flute to be used in Flute Choir.

-Saxophone Ensemble need a soprano saxophone

-To pay for a tuba player for NCBF and the Winter Concert (possibility of asking Lindsey Calow's brother to play)


New committee t-shirts are going to be printed with the Simmons & Simmons logo on them.


It was agreed that we will pay ourselves for the new t-shirts (£12.47 each).


LH is to ask ensemble managers and conductors whether they wish to buy new t-shirts, or just pay 
half of the money for the old t-shirts (£6.24).

(7) TOUR

The tour to Vienna is now fully booked – AL has decided that there is no need for us to book a bigger coach, as there are only 7/8 people on the reserve list, and many people will fail to pay their deposits or drop out from coming.

The priority for the reserve list will depend on which instruments we need the most.

Kieran will know by mid-November whether he can come on tour or not.

(8) BLOWSOC HOODIES

EC has received a quote from 'Signature Hoodies' which comes to £17.50 per hoodie.  This money will be charged straight to the BlowSoc account when the order is placed.

The committee's hoodies will be the same colour as the committee t-shirts (royal blue), ensemble managers are to be offered the option of black or navy blue, and conductors are to be offered the option of black/navy blue or red.  All other members of the society will have navy blue hoodies, and their names will be printed on the back.

(9) REPORT FROM SMALL ENSEMBLES

There is the possibility of the small ensembles been given more playing opportunities by busking next to the Portland Building or in Beeston.  As well as this, the option of having groups to play for charitable causes such as in Old People's Homes was discussed.  JP to look into possibilities of this in conjunction with the Student Volunteering Centre.

LH informed the rest of the committee that there is to be a social for Small Ensemble Members.  EH is also to do a weekly email to advertise the Wednesday night socials at Mooch.

ME reported back on the small ensemble conductors workshop which was led by Kieran – this was very successful and there is the possibility of having another workshop next term, with the invitation for people to come and watch and also for more people to take part in the rehearsing ensembles.

10) ALUMNI WEBSITE

JP talked through the possible options and costings for hosting the new Alumni website.  The website is to contain a forum for members to keep in touch, a members database, PayPal capabilities to allow people to pay for their subscription online, and an editing system for anyone in the Executive Committee to publicise upcoming BlowSoc events etc.

The possibility of having an Alumni Officer elected to the BlowSoc committee each year was also discussed – this would be an issue to bring up at the AGM.

11) AOB

· LH brought up the possibility of getting a further grant from the SU from mid-March, for a particular activity or event which is taking place.  YW to look into this in further detail.

· CR wished to discuss her duties as Librarian.  It seems that BlowSoc own a lot more music than was previously estimated.

LH also relayed information from Small Ensemble Managers that they wished to keep the Small Ensemble music at their own homes.  This was discussed amongst the committee and for various reasons it was thought best that the music should be kept stored in the Music Department – it is CR's job to sort out the music.  CR is to email all Ensemble Managers and press them to give her detailed lists of which music each ensemble has and inform her when new music is bought for the ensembles, as well as handing all music over to CR to sort out and file away in the department.
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