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BLOWSOC COMMITTEE MEETING

MONDAY 23RD NOVEMBER

17.00 ENDLSEIGH ROOM

Mim Etchells (ME)

Laura Simpson (LS)

Samantha Caffull (SC)

Louisa Hitchen (LH)

Elizabeth Charlesworth (EC)

James Pickstone (JP)

Adam Law (AL)

Claire Reid (CR)

Emma Harknett (EH)

Hazel Terry (HT)

Yichen Wu (YW) – absent with no apology

1) CONGRATULATIONS!

The BlowSoc Football team was congratulated with beating the MusSoc team 7-1 in the football match last week, as well as the Wind Orchestra who received a Gold award at the National Concert Band Festival.

2) WIND ORCHESTRA CONCERT

· Programme Notes – ME and LS will be taking charge of the programme notes, and HT and SC have agreed to help if needed. EC is to find out what format the SU print shop would like the programmes to be received in, and to organise the programmes to be printed next week.  The programme notes should be in a booklet format, with a front cover and with the BlowSoc Christmas Concert advertised on the back.

· Logistics – There will be two sessions of transporting everything needed for the concert to the Great Hall – Sunday 6th December, 12.30pm (to be in the Great Hall at 1pm), and Monday 7th December 8am.  HT to sort out the schedules for this.  EH has requested to be on the Monday morning shift.

HT to request the TEC van (Richard Lockington) for transport and ask Olly Martin who to ring for this.

The rehearsals on the afternoon of the concert will take place from 2-5pm.

The dress code for the concert is all black for girls and dinner jackets for boys.  Olly Martin will send out a message to make sure everyone is dressed smartly and appropriately for the concert (HT to tell Olly this).

· Publicity – Posters have now been put up all around Campus and in town.  EC to try and advertise both concerts on the Portal as well as in Mooch, and put a poster in QFC.  All committee members should be advertising the concert to family and friends.

Complimentary tickets have been sent to Simmons & Simmons, the music lecturers, and the sectional tutors.

3) CHRISTMAS CONCERT

· Rehearsal Schedule – On the day of the concert rehearsals will take place from 2-5pm.  The unauditioned wind band will need 30 minutes of rehearsal time.  LS and LH are to organise the schedule for rehearsals during this time.

· Logistics – LH is to book either the TEC van for transport or the SU transit van – find out which is the cheapest and sort out before this Friday.  Some committee members are also able to take cars if necessary.  The van will be used to transport the percussion, as well as the music stands – ME to gain permission from the department to use their music stands.  A headcount will be taken in this Friday's rehearsal for the unauditioned wind band to find out how many stands are needed.

Refreshments – Mulled Wine, Orange Juice, and Mince Pies.  EH, ME and LH to drive to Makro on the evening of Tuesday 8th December to buy these refreshments, as well as Polystyrene cups.  The refreshments will cost £1 for a mince pie and a drink) – EC to make a sign for this, and SC to bring a box to collect the money in.  ME is to email St. Barnabas' to find out if they have the equipment needed to make the mulled wine, as well as a vacuum cleaner to tidy up after the end of the concert.

LS, EH, LC and LH have agreed to stand on the door and take money and sell tickets on the night, and LC is to act as compère – to talk in between acts while the stage is reset, as well as reading poems and possibly 'Twas the Night before Christmas!

-Dress Code – the dress code for the performers will be black trousers/skirt with a red or green top.  - -Decorations – When You Wish Upon A Star have provided balloons and a banner to put up, as well as charity buckets to collect donations in.  There is also a video about the charity we can play, or there is the possibility of asking a representative from the charity to come and talk about the cause.  As well as the decorations from the charity, LS is to bring the BlowSoc banner to put up, and people can also bring tinsel to put on their instruments/music stands if they wish.  

-Ticket Sales – tickets are being sold from the SU box office as well as by small ensemble managers, and on the door.  Everyone is to publicise the concert as much as they can and get friends and family to come.

-Publicity – The concert has been advertised on the When You Wish Upon a Star website, and the concert is also possibly being mentioned on Heart FM.  AL is also to try and mention all concerts taking place on the URN radio show.

4) BUSKING

The small ensembles are to busk by the Portland Building to advertise the Christmas Concert.

This will take place at lunchtimes from 12pm onwards, on Friday 4th, Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th December.  Ensemble managers have emailed their ensembles about this to find out if people are available to play, and the ensembles will play one piece from their Christmas repertoire as well as one they have used at a Lunchtime Concert.  The BlowSoc banner will be taken to the area where people are busking, and if possible the committee members should be around in their committee t-shirts to direct people to the SU box office to buy tickets.

Busking will hopefully take place simultaneously at the front and the back of the Portland building – this is to be trialled on the Friday.

5) GRADE-ONE-A-THON

This is to take place in early March next year – the 2009 Spring exam period was 2nd March-4th April and it is hoped that this will be similar for 2010.  The deadline for applications will be around January 16th.

LS is to decide between requesting the first week of the exam period, or asking for a specific date during the week before the exam period begins.

The Grade-One-A-Thon should therefore be advertised as much as possible within the next few weeks in order to get people signed up before Christmas.  EC to make a few hand-made posters to put up around the Music Department, and LS is to organise a sponsorship forms, a sign-up sheet (with Names, Contact Details and Instrument), as well as information packs for all the candidates.

LS is to liaise with Kathleen Rule about the charity for the Grade-One-A-Thon and this will be confirmed before Christmas.

There will be awards for people after the event for who raised the most money, and who got the highest mark.  The exam certificates will be given out at the Summer Ball.

6) PUBLICITY

The committee members each owe £32.07 for their t-shirts and hoodies.

· Hoodies – the deadline for hoodie sign-up has been extended to this Friday 27th, and the small ensemble mangers will all be getting their hoodies with everyone else.

7) SOCIETIES SOCIAL

It was decided that the committee members mostly aren't able to attend the societies social, however there is the possibility of going for drinks after the meal if people wish to do this.  ME to let people know about this.

8) AOB

· AL confirmed that one of the concerts has now been booked for tour, it will be taking place in a Spa town.

· BlowSoc have now received a Silver Award from the SU, ME is to let committee members know what we have to do to gain our Gold Award.

· SC is to put up the minutes of this meeting on the BlowSoc noticeboard, as well as advertising this fact in BlowSoc weekly.

· There is the possibility of going for a Committee and Managers Social coming up to the end of term – this will potentially take place on Saturday 5th December at 1pm, in Red Hot (all you can eat place)

EH will be sending out an email about this after ME has checked the prices.

Samantha Caffull 26.11.09

