
Hi BlowSoc, 

Here's your Christmas bulletin!!

1.
Rehearsals

2.
Lunchtime Concerts

3.
Upcoming BlowSoc Concerts

4.
Christmas Concert Rehearsal Schedule

5.
Busking

6.
Christmas Meal

7.
Grade-One-A-Thon

8.
Interesting *Christmas* Musical Fact
 

1. Rehearsals
 Brass Ensemble – Tuesday 17.00-19.00, Rehearsal Hall
All other rehearsals will not be taking place at the usual times – see the Christmas Concert rehearsal schedule for more details about rehearsals on this day!
 

2. This weeks Lunchtime Concerts 
(Djanogly Recital Hall, 1.15-2pm, Free admittance) 

Tuesday 8th December – Gilbert and Sullivan Society
Friday 11th December – String Ensemble
 

3. Upcoming BlowSoc Concerts 

Just to remind you about the BlowSoc concerts taking place this week! 

***WIND ORCHESTRA*** TOMORROW, Sunday!
Sunday 6th December
7.30pm
Great Hall, Trent Building
Tickets £8, Concessions £5, UofN Students £4 

The Wind Orchestra will be playing some delightful pieces including Carroll's 'Winter Dances', Gorb's 'Yiddish Dances' and Iturralde's 'Pequena Czarda) (with Alto Saxophone Soloist Claire Game!)
Tickets can be purchased on the door on the evening of the concert. They are selling fast so get there early to get a seat to avoid disappointment!
 

***BLOWSOC CHRISTMAS CONCERT***
Wednesday 9th December
7.30pm
St. Barnabas' Cathedral
Tickets £4, UofN Students £3 (all profits to the charity When You Wish Upon a Star) 

Come and see all of our small ensembles and our Monster Wind Band, sing some carols, and have mulled wine and mince pies! All in all it's going to be a fabulously festive evening of Christmas entertainment and we want as many people there as possible to raise money for charity! 

Tickets for this concert can be purchased from Small Ensemble Managers, the SU Box Office in the Portland building, or alternatively on the door on the evening of the concert.
 

4. Christmas Concert Rehearsal Schedule and Details!
All rehearsals will be taking place in St. Barnabas' Cathedral (on Derby Road – get in touch with me if you need directions) on the day of the concert (Wednesday 9th December). Here is the rehearsal schedule...
2:00 Flute Choir 

2:30 Double Reed Ensemble

3:00 Saxophone Ensemble

3:30 Clarinet Ensemble

4:00 Brass Ensemble

4:30 Monster Wind Band
Please arrive at least 10 minutes early so we can start each rehearsal on time. 

Those of you who are playing in wind band are free to leave after your ensemble rehearsal and come back, or you can just hang around. 


5.
Concert dress is black trousers/skirt and red or green top with Christmas accessories (hats and tinsel)
 

Finally, don't forget to bring all your housemates/hall friends for this evening of Christmassy fun!

5.
Busking
Our small ensembles will be doing a spot of busking outside the Portland Building on Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th December from 12pm, in order to publicise the Christmas concert and generally spread the BlowSoc Christmas love! Come along if you can and lets try and get as many tickets sold as possible!
 

6. Christmas Meal
The MusSoc/BlowSoc Christmas Meal is now fully booked up – so if you have booked a place and still haven't paid then please get your cheques to Emma as soon as possible!
 

If you don't have a place at the meal, but still want to come and meet us all after, the afterparty will be held at Dogma, and we have the top floor booked out especially for us! 

See you all there!

7.
GRADE-ONE-A-THON
A message from your vice-president, Laura Simpson.....
Blowsoc and Mussoc are very pleased to announce the return of.... 

GRADE-ONE-ATHON 

For those of you who weren’t here when this last took place, or need a reminder here are the details: 

- The idea is to be sponsored to learn an entirely new instrument in a different family to that of your first study instrument, practice and take the Associated Board Grade 1 exam. The exams will take place in the Music Department in the last week of February or the first week of March 2010.
- It is your responsibility to find a teacher in the form of a fellow Blowsoc or Mussoc member and also an instrument to practice and perform on, so just ask around! You will also need to pay the entry fee for the exam (details can be found on the ABRSM website).
- All sponsorship money raised will go to charity – if you have any suggestions of a charity (preferably musical and/or local) which we could use please email me.
- Exam certificates will be presented at the Mussoc Blowsoc Summer Ball, and there will be awards for the Highest Mark Achieved and the Most Money Raised as well as the opportunity to perform in a Grade-One-Athon Lunchtime Concert!  
A sign-up sheet is up on the Blowsoc noticeboard in the Music Department and sponsorship forms will be given out before Christmas. Please sign-up asap as I need to get an idea of how many people are interested in order to make the entries with ABRSM. 
So get involved! Any questions, please feel free to ask. 
8. Interesting *Christmas* Musical Fact 

Christmas Carolling began as an old English custom called Wassailing - toasting neighbours to a long and healthy life.
 

And finally.....Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all of BlowSoc! Hope you have fantastic relaxing holidays! See you all next term...the rehearsals will begin again after exams, I'll be in touch! 

Sam xxx
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